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CANAL 
STILL 
CLOSED!

On its 250th birthday... 
Should it really have come to this?
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EDITORIAL

THE SHOCK news of canal closures came just as 
our last issue of Canal News was going to press. 
Since then the situation has got worse, with 
the closure to canal traffic of the footbridge at 
Knightswood.

The canal is now in four separate bits. And 
how many more closures of failing locks and 
bridges are waiting in the wings? Scottish 
Canals and the Scottish Government need to act 
urgently to reopen the entire canal and justify 
the £80 million of public cash spent on the 
Millennium Link.

Our society has been campaigning hard 
against these closures since they were 
announced. We have lobbied ministers, MSP’s 
and Councillors, met with Scottish Canals, and 
stoked up media interest. The responses, so far, 
have not been encouraging. Scottish Canals 

have carried out some brief bridge openings to 
get boats to their moorings, and have reduced 
navigation licences for boaters. But otherwise 
the bridges remain shut and through navigation 
is no longer possible. The Millennium Link has 
been broken.

Our Secretary, Christine Hammell, tells us 
about one temporary opening on page 3. Our 
president Guthrie Hutton, who was a major 
player in steering through the Millennium 
Link bid, reminds us of ‘history’s lessons’ on 
canal closures on page 12 Long time canal 
campaigner Richard Davies tells us about 
campaigning by umbrella organisation ‘Keep 
Canals Alive’ on page 10.

Andrew Thin, chair of Scottish Canals, 
gave a presentation to our committee on the 
closures in February. Keeping contact is good 

Don’t let the Forth & Clyde 
die on its 250th birthday

Bonnybridge - Closed
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and we will always support Scottish Canals 
efforts to raise sufficient finance to keep the 
canals viable. Indeed, we are doing so already 
with our lobbying of MSP’s, councillors and 
the Scottish Government. However Scottish 
Canals need to lead on funding and prioritise 
their expenditure, keeping their eyes firmly 
on the day job, which is to keep the canals 
functioning.

Sunday June 10th this year marks the 250th 
birthday of the canal. On that day, 250 years 
ago, with great ceremony, Sir Lawrence Dundas 
dug the first shovelful at the Carron Sea Lock 
and construction commenced. 

We shall be celebrating with a cruise 
from Kirkintilloch Marina to Twechar 
Bridge (currently Closed) and hopefully to 
Auchinstarry Marina. Do come and join us, 
and bring your own boat if you have one. Our 
appeal to Scottish Canals and the Scottish 
Government is... DON’T LET THE CANAL DIE 
ON ITS 250TH BIRTHDAY!

The Maryhill at Twechar Bridge (now closed)

Front cover:  
Knightswood Footbridge having to be  
re-opened by crane. See Christine’s article, p4.



4  CANAL NEWS  www.forthandclyde.org.uk

Forth & Clyde Canal Society

NAVIGATION NEWS

ON FRIDAY 4th May 2018 I spent the morning 
travelling along the towpath, on foot and by car, 
from Bowling Harbour to Knightswood. I was 
following the progress of two boats through the 
locks and bridges on their journey to Cadder. 

For the record, this journey takes about 
3½ hours by boat. It would take even longer 
if boaters operated the locks and bridges 
themselves. Though some would say this is part 
of the fun.

The boaters on the move today have been 
waiting for months at Bowling Basin until 
arrangements could be made to open the 
problematic Bascule Bridge at Bard Avenue in 
Knightswood. There are also boats at Bowling 
where the owners were reluctant to move 
because of the uncertainty surrounding onward 
or return travel. When you have a boat on a 
canal you might want to live on board and not 
travel much due to work or family commitments 
or you might want to travel from West to East 
and access the river at the other end. You might 
just fancy getting up on a nice sunny day and 
cruise along the canal for a few hours. The main 
thing is, you want to have the choice. At the 
moment none of this is possible without a great 
deal of forward planning and uncertainty.

One of the boaters on the move today plans 
to reside in Cadder on their boat and the 
other hopes to make it to its ultimate base in 
Linlithgow. Hopefully Twechar Bridge and 
Bonnybridge can be safely opened over this 
weekend to allow this and also the movement of 
up to 9 boats on Sunday. 

Today there were plenty of Scottish Canals staff 
out assisting the boats through the locks and 
bridges. I feel sure that this will also be the case 
at the weekend.

There were also members of the public 
delighted to see boats on the canal, something 
they complained they hadn’t seen much of in 
recent times. We also noted a build-up of rubbish 
in some of the locks and along the canal banks 
in this section of canal. No doubt because there 
is a lack of boat movement and subsequently 
there are signs of neglect already. There were 
however plenty of cyclists and walkers around 
which was good to see. Some of the public 
commented that they sometimes had difficulties 
with the speed and lack of care taken by cyclists, 
although they seemed safety conscious today.

I arrived at the problematic Bascule Bridge well 
before the boats and found Scottish Canals staff 
preparing the bridge for lifting. There was a fair 

Worrying times for the Forth and Clyde Canal
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bit of activity with what looked like grinders. 
I’m not very technically minded but there were 
sparks flying anyway. When the time came to 
lift the bridge it was supported by straps and 
a crane on the port side to prevent that side 
falling back down. Both boats got through 
without incident, the bridge was lowered and 
the staff disappeared to their next job. I was left 
feeling very sad that this might be the last time 
that boats will pass this way for the foreseeable 
future.

As I write I have been informed that Twechar 
Bridge and Bonnybridge were opened on 

Sunday the 6th May 2018 by Scottish Canals 
operatives which allowed the transit of 3 canal 
boats and Antonine, (which is one of the trip 
boats at the Falkirk Wheel) to Falkirk.

Boater owners and hire boaters will only begin 
to travel along the full length of the canal when 
they feel confident that they will also be able to 
make the return journey, and at a time, within 
reason, that suits them. These bridges and locks 
have to be kept maintained on a regular basis 
and plans must be made for this by Scottish 
Canals and with help from the volunteers. 

After all the effort that was put in by so many 
people and groups in the past to restore and 
reopen the Lowland Canals I hope funding will 
be found to maintain the structures on the canal 
to keep it open. It’s frightening how quickly it 
starts to look unkempt and sad and very soon 
the public will turn their back on the canal. 
We must not lose this for future generations. 
On the 10th of June 2018 it will be 250 years 
since the cutting of the first sod that began the 
construction of the Forth and Clyde Canal. We 
will celebrate this with a flotilla of boats and 
continue to campaign and work to keep the 
canal open to boats because without them it 
will deteriorate. 

As a Society we continue our campaign to 
have the Forth and Clyde Canal reopened and 
we meet with other canal supporter groups, 
members of Scottish Canals and we correspond 
with local and Scottish Government in an 
effort to draw attention to concerns around the 
preservation of the navigation. 

Some of our members have taken time to 
write letters to the Scottish Ministers but sadly 
the response they have received appear to be 
template letters from a senior Civil Servant at 
the Scottish Dept. which deals with canals. As 
ever we maintain a boating presence on the 
canal with our charters, events and involvement 
in local festivals. (See also front cover picture.)

Best wishes
Christine Hammell, Secretary
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Canal Bridge Closures
With Bonnybridge and Twechar bridges 
closed, the story only got worse with the news 
that Knightswood pedestrian bridge has also 
been closed to canal traffic. The Forth and 
Clyde Canal has now been chopped into four 
separate sections as a result. 

It seems likely these bridges will remain 
closed except for temporary lifts to get 
stranded boats into their proper moorings, 
including Scottish Canals own Falkirk Wheel 
boats, currently stuck in Kirkintilloch. There 
are slightly more positive noises coming 
from Scottish Canals about Twechar bridge. 
See Scottish Canals website for up to date 
information.

What’s Wrong with the 
Bridges?
As we understand it, Bonnybridge has 
suffered a failure in the hydraulics lifting gear 
causing a twisting effect to the bridge surface. 
Twechar has suffered a bearing failure which 
again causes twisting. Knightswood has a 
problem with its winding / lifting gear causing 
deck planking to move.

Navigating Licences 
Reduced
All boaters on the Forth and Clyde Canal have 
seen their navigation licence fee reduced to £1 
per month for the period that the bridges are 
inoperable. At the present moment mooring 
fees, which are far greater than navigation 
licence fees, remain unchanged.

Big Reductions to 
Opening Hours
Scottish Canals have announced major 
reductions to their Millennium Link canal 
opening hours for 2018/19. Bowling Lock 38 

to Maryhill Lock 21 will only be operated on 
Fridays. Applecross and Auchinstarry pump 
out and diesel facilities will only operate on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays. Wyndford Lock 20 to 
Lock 17 will only operate on Fridays. Falkirk 
Lock 16 to The Kelpies will be operated most 
days by volunteers. Carron Sea Lock will only 
operate Friday to Sunday. 
There are also restrictions on the Union Canal. 
The major reductions are taking advantage of 
the bridge closures and suggest that Scottish 
Canals may not be too troubled by the current 
situation.

Check with Paula Carson, Customer 
Relations Supervisor, tel. 07920 802628 for 
further details and any changes.

Council Resolutions
Local Council financial support was crucial 
to building the Millennium Link. Umbrella 
campaign group, ‘keep Our Canals Alive’ 
contacted all Council chief executives about 
the closures and several Councils have passed 
resolutions strongly condemning the closures 
and calling for urgent action.

Media Coverage
Media coverage of the closures was very 
poor to start with and the public were kept in 
the dark. However, consistent campaigning 
by ourselves, IWA and ‘Keep Canals Alive’ 
has pushed this sad story into the media 
with coverage in The Scotsman, Times, I 
Newspaper, Falkirk Herald, Cumbernauld 
News, Kilsyth Chronicle, Kirkintilloch Herald, 
Radio Scotland, Waterways News and 
Towpath Talk amongst others.

Questions have been asked by MPs in the 
Westminster Parliament as well as Holyrood, 
so the reach of our campaign is growing.   
Please keep feeding stories to the media, 
particularly personal interest items.

Creating a Stir
In the last issue of Canal News we asked 
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Society members to contact their local MSP’s, 
councillors, Scottish Canals and Humza 
Yousef, minister for transport. 

Our letter writing campaign has prompted 
a flurry of meetings, including between 
Jamie Hepburn MSP and Scottish Canals, all 
designed to try and get some positive action. 
Other MSP’s and Councillors have been vocal 
in trying to get the bridges repaired and 
several local councils have passed resolutions. 

We thank them all, and all Society members 
who took action. Please keep up the pressure, 
and let all parties know how these closures 
are affecting you in particular. 

This is important, one personal letter is 
worth a hundred template ones or a thousand 
signatures on a petition. 

Check the times of your local MSP‘s and 
Councillors surgeries, go and see them, and 
tell them how the closures are affecting you 
and your communities, and ask them to take 
action.

Glasgow’s ‘Secret 
Nature Reserve’
Now, not quite so secret, as a new pathway 
has been created through Hamiltonhill Clay 
Pits nature reserve, giving much better public 
access. 

The 25 acre canal side reserve includes 
woodlands and wetlands and is situated 
beside the Glasgow Branch of the canal, 
on the opposite bank from Firhill Stadium. 
Sustrans have created 850 metres of new 
all-weather trail using a £400,000 Scottish 
Government grant and support from Scottish 
Canals. 

A bike festival was held on 31st March 
to celebrate the opening. Access is from 
Scottish Canals HQ at Applecross Street, and 
Stonyhurst Road end. The canal basin gave 
access to a quarry which was used to supply 
clay for canal waterproofing.

Hamiltonhill Clay Pits Nature Reserve
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Scottish Waterways 
Trust new Partnership
The Trust have announced a new partnership 
with Forth Valley College to provide skills 
training programmes linked with the Trust’s 
Canal College.

Canal Chief Goes
Steve Dunlop, chief executive of Scottish 
Canals leading up to the latest canal closures, 
has left to become Chief Executive of Scottish 
Enterprise.

Wildlife Detectives
Scottish Canals biodiversity team are once 
again appealing to the public to identify 
alien species alongside and in the canal, 
from Japanese knotweed to Zebra mussels. 
For more information see enquiries@
scottishcanals.co.uk and Olivia Lassiere’s 
article in Canal News 164, summer 2017.

Monklands Canal  
Pipe Bridge

Scottish Water is planning to replace the 
failing gravity sewer over the Monklands 
Canal at Calderbank. Towpath diversions will 
be in place from May 2018 – March 2019. 
The present sewer is a real eyesore, a sewer 
on stilts right across the canal and the North 
Calder Valley. We do not know details, but 
hope the sewer will be re-routed underground.

Still Game?
Well, did you all catch the final scene in the 
final episode of ‘Still Game’ when Jack, Victor, 
Boaby and their stuntman friend all ended up 
in the ‘Craiglang Canal’ (our own Forth and 
Clyde). They were all rescued by Methadone 
Mick who had just passed his Boatmaster’s 
certificate on-line, tell that to our trainees! 

Anyway our veteran campaigners are still 
game to take up the cause again as can be 
seen from this issue. How about the next 
generation?

Pinkston Watersports 
continuing success
This popular watersports centre, based at Port 
Dundas, is continuing with its highly successful 
programme. Open seven days a week, the centre 
offers a whitewater course, community paddling, 
kids pastimes and other activities. It is an official 
Glasgow Games 2014 legacy project.
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FEATURES

Rough and tumble of canal 
campaigning not over yet
WHEN Andrew Thin told the Society AGM 
last November that he would “try to” keep the 
canal open – but could not promise to do so, 
an alarm sounded in the back of my mind. 
What did he know and was not telling us? 
Was he using that old trick of softening us up 
before announcing bad news?

I thought we were finished with all that 
rough and tumble of political campaigning. 
In some ways it was easier in the 1970’s: for 
a start we were younger and didn’t care if we 
rubbed authorities up a bit. 

And it was fun, using every opportunity 
to get publicity. Here’s Morna Chambers 
(pictured above) giving the Prime Minister 
(Jim Callaghan if you are too young to 
recognise him!) a bottle of Forth & Clyde 
Canal (Genuine Waters) – it was 1976, year 

of the great drought. Morna later became first 
editor of FCCS Canal News.

 Now things are more complicated. There are 
more layers of responsibility and the Political 
scene has become fractured.  In contrast the 
canal volunteers across the Central Belt have 
come together in a united effort to save the 
Forth & Clyde Canal. The initiative this time 
came from the East. Pat Bowie, manager of 
Re-Union Canal Boats, an Edinburgh based 
Social Enterprise and Ronnie Rusack, latterly 
of the Bridge Inn at Ratho and chair of the 
Lowland Canals Volunteer Group, called a 
meeting of all the interested groups.  

Using the banner “Keep Canals Alive” our 
first action has been to write to all Local 
Authorities to point out the dangers of 
allowing parts of the canal to become dis-used 
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again, with lurid pictures of weed covered, 
rubbish filled, stinking ditches that we once 
battled our way through.  

While Councils have no direct responsibility 
for canals, it is often the Local Councillor who 
faces wrath when dis-used canals start to 
smell and children play dangerous games on 
rubbish filled stagnant water. 

At the time of writing East Dunbartonshire 
Council has been the first to respond, passing 
a unanimous motion of support at its meeting 
on 26th April:

“Council instructs officers to arrange an 
urgent meeting for political group leaders 
and relevant council officers to meet with 
Scottish Canals and the Scottish Government 
to clarify the future of the Forth and Clyde 
Canal, and the economic, social and 
environmental impact to East Dunbartonshire 
and neighbouring authorities with the closure 
of the two road bridges at Twechar and 
Bonnybridge”. 

Similar moves are being made by political 
leaders in Falkirk Council and North 

Lanarkshire Council.
Falkirk Council are “concerned at Scottish 

Canals gradually closing the Lowland Canals” 
and urge them to “meet their statutory 
obligations to keep the canals maintained and 
open for use.”

On our own, the membership of all of the 
canals societies and related groups is still a 
small voice, but with wide support of locally 
elected Councillors our voice is amplified.

Richard Davies
Keep Canals Alive activist and  

Founding Secretary, FCCS, 1980

Return of the big boats, Kirkintilloch 1980s

Richard Davies’ barge used to  
start public cruises at Auchinstarry, 1980s
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Why we should learn our 
lessons from history

TWO HUNDRED and fifty years ago, on 10th 
June 1768 work to cut and construct the 
Forth & Clyde Canal began. Fifty years later 
work started on the Union Canal, so with 
two significant anniversaries, this should be a 
momentous year, but events have overtaken 
thoughts of celebration because once again the 
canals are effectively closed. 

This is a melancholy state of affairs that 
needs urgently to be righted before the canals 
revert to dereliction, something that we 
know from the 1960s and 70s can happen 
very quickly, so perhaps it’s worth reminding 
ourselves of some history.

The men who built the Forth & Clyde Canal 
were big thinkers and they made a waterway 
of heroic proportions that transformed the 

infrastructure of the country. It was bought in 
1867 by a railway company, the Caledonian 
but remained a working waterway because 
it was so big. It was the cradle of steam 
navigation and fleets of steam lighters were 
still operating between Port Dundas and 
Grangemouth up to the outbreak of the First 
World War when the Admiralty closed the 
Forth above Rosyth to commercial traffic. 

After the war the growth of motor vehicles 
meant that the canal’s fate was sealed, not by 
the rise of railways as happened elsewhere but 
by roads. And it was the upgrade of one road, 
the A80 between Glasgow and Stirling that 
ultimately closed the canal, at midnight on the 
31st December 1962/1st January 1963.

The rot set in quickly. Castlecary Bridge on 

Clyde ferry being taken 
to canal by FCCS to start 

public cruising  
early 1980s
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the A80 was replaced by a culvert: so too were 
many other bridges and with lock gates also 
cut down, the canal was reduced to a series 
of isolated ponds. Officialdom spoke about 
creating pleasant water parks, but instead 
water levels were reduced by about two feet 
to save on maintenance, which resulted in 
collapsed banks and neglect. Weed grew and 
rubbish accumulated. It was dreadful, an 
unsightly mess, little better than an open sewer.

There were demands to ‘fill it in’, and perhaps 
that’s when the enormity of the mistake was 
understood, because the canal was a giant 
water control feature for central Scotland. The 
cost of piping and pumping would have been 
prohibitive and to put the water back to where 
it had been before 1768 would have flooded 

large swathes of the country, including built-up 
areas. Another solution had to be found.

Canal enthusiasts began campaigning for 
restoration in the 1970s and the Forth & Clyde 
Canal Society was formed in 1980. We held 
rallies and work parties, lobbied, gave talks 
and put Ferry Queen, Gipsy Princess and 
other boats on the water to breathe life into 
the canal. Strathclyde Regional Council also 
saw the mess and in concert with Falkirk and 
the other District Councils drew up a Local 
(Subject) Plan to halt further damage and 
seek improvements when opportunities arose. 
Committees were set up to monitor the plan, 
and remarkably the volunteers were invited to 
join. We developed a twin-track strategy with 
suited campaigners serving on the committees 
and booted colleagues active on the canal. It 
was a winning formula.

British Waterways built on the Local Plan 
structure when they launched their bid for 
funds from The Millennium Commission in 
1995. It worked and in March 1999, two 
months before the creation of the Scottish 
Parliament, work got under way to reinstate 
the canals. 

The blockages at Kirkintilloch Townhead and 
Bishopbriggs were ceremonially reopened in 
May 2000 and a year later a flotilla sailed from 
east to west to reopen the whole canal. The 
Falkirk Wheel was inaugurated in May 2002. 
Those were halcyon days, but less than twenty 
years on, the bubbly has gone flat because the 
shiny new bridges are broken and the money 
isn’t there to repair them, and care for this 
national asset. 

With the Falkirk Wheel and Kelpies thus 
also effectively relegated to irrelevance it is 
imperative that a solution to this difficulty is 
found before the canal again slips into decay. 
And we say this, not because we want to 
celebrate an anniversary, but because, having 
fought long and hard for the canals, we know 
from bitter experience that there is no alterative 
to keeping them fully operational.

Guthrie Hutton
FCCS President

Drambuie Marathon on the canal, 1980s

Volunteers building new landing stage at Wyndford, 1975
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IN FOCUS

THOUGHT the Glasgow stretch of the 
Monklands Canal was completely buried 
beneath the M8? Well, very nearly, but not 
quite.

Close to Junction 15 of the M8, and 
just south of Royston Road’s junction with 
Castle Street, you can find a hidden gem. 
Masquerading as a dark underpass, this is 
in fact the Monklands Canal’s Castle Street 
Bridge.

Soot blackened sandstone masonry forms 
the bridge walls, with ancient iron girders 
overhead. The original sandstone towpath 
runs alongside the modern pavement. Look 
out for clefts carved into the towpath at 6 inch 
intervals to help the towing horses keep a grip. 
You can also see rope marks on the abutment 
walls, worn by centuries of haul ropes.

You can now head up to Port Dundas, to 
the old weather beaten iron scow, rusting but 
still impressive. Head south of this along the 
old cobbled quay, past old crane bases and 
iron mooring rings, to the bottom corner. 

The water flowing in to the basin here from 
an underground channel is Monklands Canal 
water. This water starts out in Hillend canal 
reservoir, flows down the North Calder, along 
the Monkland past Coatbridge, and is then 
piped underground all the way to Port Dundas, 
deep beneath the M8. It is still a vital part of 
the Forth and Clyde Canal’s water supply.

So, after a fashion, Glasgow’s Monklands 
Canal still lives on.

Glasgow’s Monklands Canal
Scotland’s Lost Lades and Canals
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Holiday Snaps...

Tucked away, beside Banton 
Loch, is the Forth and Clyde 
Canal’s hidden waterfall.  

The loch was constructed 
as a canal reservoir in 1770 
and has a dam and a separate 
overflow channel.  

When the loch is brim 
full, water runs through 
the overflow channel and 
cascades down a vertical 
face of the dolerite whin sill, 
it re-joins the flow from the 
dam and is eventually led 
by a lade into the canal at 
Craigmarloch.

“In March this year I visited Russia and 
took in St Petersburg. My hotel was close 
to the Griboedova Canal which winds its 
way through the centre of St Petersburg 
and connects to the Fontanka and Moyka 
rivers, which were also frozen over.

The 19th century Church on Spilled 
Blood sits on the bank of the canal 
and was built on the spot where Tzar 
Alexander II was assassinated in 1881.”

Maie Semple
Please email your holiday  
canal snaps to the editor

Our Canal’s Hidden Waterfall
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IN FOCUS

The future of boats is electric

I HAVE always been a keen inland waterways 
enthusiast, having canoed many of Britain’s 
rivers and navigations as a teenager in the 
1960’s and 1970’s, and sailed dinghies on 
the Avon whilst at school in the Cotswolds. 
More recently, with greater leisure time, I have 
skippered a 28’ yacht three times along the 
Caledonian canal, as well as enjoying some 
offshore sailing in tall ships.

As a keen environmentalist, in 2013 I 
purchased my first Nissan Leaf electric car, and 
complemented that with sixteen solar panels 
on the roof of my home in Kilsyth. Electric 
driving was a revelation – the whisper of the 
motor and the instant torque of the automatic 
transmission such a refreshing contrast with 
some of my previous cars. 55,000 electric miles 
later, I have not regretted my decision to be an 
‘early adopter’ of solar and electric technology.

But the first time I ever boarded an electric 
boat was on a family holiday in Barcelona, 
on 12th October 2015. BC Naval Tours 
operate three cruise boats, and one of them 
is an elegant boat for sightseeing tours, the 

“Eco Slim”: the largest ecological passenger 
catamaran in Europe, with capacity for 150 
people.

Back home, I attempted some research into 
electrical boating and set up a Facebook Page 
to act as a medium for sharing information: 
called very simply: “electric boats and electric 
ships”.

Within two years the number of subscribers 
had risen to over 1600. Everyone is welcome 
to join, please do! 

It was through this work that I became aware 
of the existence of the Electric Boat Association 
– promoting electric boating since 1982, and 
of the proud history of electric boating, which 
goes back to the mid-Victorian period.

We look forward to the day when diesel is 
totally replaced by clean and silent electric 
propulsion on all our inland waterways, 
as is already happening in Amsterdam and 
elsewhere.

Rob Kay
Secretary, Electric Boat Association

Electric boating on the Broads
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SplashBack From The Canal News Archives

Thirty Years Ago
‘Gate to the Future’ was our front page feature, 
celebrating the official launch of the Glasgow 
Canal Project and the new Maryhill lock 
gates, built by young learners at the Scottish 
Maritime Museum. The project opened up 12 
miles of canal from Anniesland to Kirkintilloch 
and was a forerunner of the Millennium Link.

Twenty Years Ago
‘It’s Amazing what Teamwork can do!!’ was 
our lead story, as Guthrie Hutton detailed all 

the hard work by official and voluntary bodies 
that brought funding for the Millennium Link 
within grasping distance. (See Guthrie’s article 
on page 12.)

Ten Years Ago
‘Spring has Sprung!’ featured a whole range 
of Canal Society activities including public 
cruises, charters, members cruises, boaters 
gathering, Glasgow River Festival and even a 
Society train tour. 

It was also chock full of historical articles 
including paddle steamers, Loch Lomond’s 
forgotten waterways and an animated canal 
side clock called M.V. Clydebank.From the archives...

Canal bridge in use at Auchinstarry a century ago 
(yes, they managed to make them work then).
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SOCIETY NEWS



  www.forthandclyde.org.uk  CANAL NEWS  19

Forth & Clyde Canal Society

Charter a  
Society Boat
The Canal Society has a fleet of three boats available for charter. Each boat comes 
fully crewed. Our boats are an ideal way to enjoy a family celebration or enjoy a cruise 
for your organisation. Each boat has a galley to organise your own catering.

VOYAGER 
Up to 45 passengers or maybe 
40 if you are catering. Hourly 
rate of £130 first hour.

GIPSY 
PRINCESS 
up to 25 passengers or maybe 
20 if you are catering. Hourly 
rate of £105 for first hour.

MARYHILL 
up to 6 passengers. Each charter 
is considered on its merits and 
the lowest figure would be £50.

Charges are reduced for second and subsequent hours at progressively reducing rates and a full 
day charter may enjoy a discount. Charities, youth groups and other eligible organisations may be 
considered for a reduction on the final figure calculated.
The boats are generally based at the Stables Restaurant, Kirkintilloch G66 1RH. Cruises can also start 
at Southbank Marina in Kirkintilloch, Spiers Wharf in Glasgow and Auchinstarry Basin, Kilsyth, by 
special arrangement. One way trips are also sometimes available to Glasgow, Auchinstarry and the 
Falkirk Wheel, and are advertised on our website.

Telephone bookings to Robert Irvine 01236 735533
Further information www.forthandclyde.org.uk
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Society Cruises
Enjoy our summer cruises. We run members 
cruises on the first Wednesday of every 
month from May to September, the canal’s 
250th birthday celebration cruise on June 
10th, Afternoon Tea cruise on May 26th 
and Ladies Day cruise on June 30th. See 
Summer Events, page 24, for more details. 

Campaigning
The Society has been campaigning hard on 
canal bridge closures. See ‘News in Brief’ and 
feature articles for more details. Our Twitter 
and Facebook accounts have been humming. 
Use these and the rest of our information 
services to keep in touch. What can you do?, 
plenty! Get in touch with your councillors and 
MSP’s at their surgeries or by post, and send 
your views to Scottish Canals and transport 
minister Humza Yousaf.

Community Cruises
Our Society has always been at the heart of 

our communities enjoyment of the canal. 
We will be taking part in a variety of local 
community events including Kirkintilloch 
Canal Festival, East Dunbartonshire and 
Glasgow Doors Open Days. See Summer 
Events, page 24. We are also running public 
trips most Saturdays from The Stables to 
Kirkintilloch Townhead Bridge and back.

Busy Charter Season
Voyager and Gipsy Princess have already 
started charter cruises, with Women’s Guilds, 
hen parties and wine tasting cruises already. 
Upcoming are retired groups, birthday trips 
and more wine tasting. Between charters, 
public cruises and events our Society get more 
than 3,000 people afloat on the canal every 
year, the best way to get public support for the 
canal.

Crew Training
Our Society is second to none in providing 
comprehensive training for our crews. 

Happy charterers
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Weekly crew training evenings take place 
from April to August. Activities include boat 
manoeuvring, rescue, boat handling, table top 
exercise – S.A.R.S., boat husbandry, sound 
signals and sailing lights, vessel knowledge 
and other requirements for the MCA. We also 
hold monthly Boatmaster training sessions. 
New canal crews always welcome. We also 
take part in Scottish Canals Bridge and Lock 
training events.

Subscriptions
Approximately 75% – 80% of membership 
subscriptions have been received. While there 
are always those members who pay at various 
points throughout the year please remember 
that your membership payment is due on 1 
March annually. 

If you have not yet paid your membership 
for 2018 please do so. Also, despite the 
membership rates having been increased from 
1st March 2015 we still have a small number 
of members who are not paying at the revised 
rates. When making your payment please 
refer to the membership renewal letter, which 
is sent with your Spring issue of Canal News 
every year, for the correct rates.

Data Protection
We have received approximately 60% of the 

returns relating to the new Data Protection 
Regulations which came into force on 28 May 
2018. 

While we understand this is new to everyone 
it is imperative that the complete membership 
record is returned with the Data Protection 
Statements at the bottom of the page 
completed as appropriate. 

We will not do anything in 2018, but from 
2019 onwards we will unfortunately have to 
remove details from our database for anyone 
who does not return their membership record 
and a paper record only will be held. 

This means that when Canal News is issued, 
which includes at the beginning of the year 
details of your membership renewal and at the 
end of the year your invitation to our AGM, 
all the envelopes for these members will have 
to be written by hand and will possibly incur 
delays in issue. 

This will be down to the availability of 
volunteers to carry out this additional task, 
and due to the Data Protection Regulations 
only a limited number of members can have 
access to the records to do this.

Gift Aid
The Treasurer submitted a Gift Aid claim to 
HMRC early in January and he is pleased 
to announce that HMRC gave us £685.39. 
Following the end of our financial year on 
30 September, and after the work to prepare 
everything for the accountant, he will submit 
our 2018 claim to HMRC. 
With some additional members signing up to 
Gift Aid this year hopefully we will see the 
above figure increasing. 

This is a welcome additional funding to 
the Society and I would urge anyone who 
is a tax payer to sign up to Gift Aid. If you 
are unsure if you have signed up to Gift Aid 
please contact our Treasurer at treasurer@
forthandclyde.org.uk to check. 

Also, if you no longer pay income tax please 
advise the Treasurer as we can no longer claim 
Gift Aid from your membership.

Finger on the button, 
bridge training
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Annual subs
Family £25
Ordinary Member £20
Student or Pensioner £12

Contact
The Membership Secretary 
83 Glenacre Road 
Cumbernauld G67 2NT

Telephone 01236 735533 
Email:  
robert.irvine@talktalk.net

ABOUT US

Canal News has been published since 1980 by the Forth and Clyde Canal Society. It contains 
news, articles and events, and is circulated three times a year to society members, libraries and 
public representatives. We welcome news items and short articles, with pictures if possible. 
Please get in touch by phone, post or e-mail. We look forward to hearing from you.
Many thanks to all who contributed articles, news, typing, computing and pictures for this 
issue and thanks to Friends of Kelvin Valley for production support. We do not normally 
attribute pictures, but if you would like an attribution, or we have used one without 
permission, please contact us and we will fully acknowledge in the next issue. Also please get 
in touch if you feel we have got facts wrong or you wish to challenge any opinions.

Contact Points
Editor Paul Carter, Woodlinn, High Banton, Kilsyth G65 0RA
 Tel: 01236 822437 e-mail: paulcarter1943@live.com
Printer: e-mail: cowanprint@btconnect.com  
Distribution: Rachel Forbes  
Final Copy Date: Next issue: August 31st, 2018
Head Office: Forth & Clyde Canal Society, Boat Users Block, Unit 4,  
 Strathkelvin Place, Southbank Marina, Kirkintilloch, G66 1XT

• Campaigning
• Boats
• Socials
• Walks
• Volunteering

Canal News

Come and  
enjoy our many 
activities from 

boat crewing and 
maintenance to  

talks and  
walks. 

JOIN US AND HELP SAVE  
THE CANAL
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Chairman/Webmaster 
Robert Welsh 0141 560 6335
Vice Chair / Training 
Jim McLachlan 0141 956 3579
Secretary / Company Secretary 
Christine Hammell 0141 561 1953
Treasurer / Membership / Bookings 
Robert Irvine 01236 735533
President 
Guthrie Hutton

Items of clothing branded with 
Society logo for sale
Baseball Cap £5.00
Beanie Hat £5.00
Sweatshirt £15.00
Fleece £20.00
Hooded Top £20.00
Polo Shirt £13.50
Contact A. Welsh on 0141 560 6335  
for orders or email:  
forthandclydecanalsociety@hotmail.co.uk  
for more information

Forth & Clyde Canal  
Society Executive

Enjoy our Canal 
Informatrix
Keep in touch with us in a variety of ways:-

WEB SITE Visit our website www.
forthandclyde.org.uk for latest news, events, 
and background information. Contact our 
webmaster if you wish to help, at our email 
address.

E-MAIL ALERTS keep up with the latest events 
etc. Join our email circulation list by contacting 
our webmaster on forthandclydecanalsociety@
hotmail.com

       make friends with us on Facebook

       Join us on Twitter

www.forthandclyde.org.uk

Forth and Clyde Canal Society

Some items have limited stock / sizes and can be 
ordered but will incur an additional charge
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Summer Events 2018
JUNE
Wednesday 6th Members Cruise
Meet at Society Moorings opposite The Stables, 
Glasgow Road Bridge, west of Kirkintilloch at 
7:15pm for a 7:30pm start.
Sunday 10th Members and Boaters 250th 
Birthday Cruise Meet at Society Office, Southbank 
Marina at 10:45am. To Twechar, Auchinstarry and 
back with an hour break at Auchinstarry, back at 
Southbank Marina by about 4:30pm. If Twechar 
Bridge is still closed we will be back by about 
2:00pm but may be able to offer an optional cruise 
to The Stables and back to Southbank Marina. 
Voyager, Gipsy Princess and Maryhill will all be 
sailing. Bring your own boat if you have one and 
are able to.
Thursday 28th Wine Tasting Evening Cruise
Contact Nonna’s Kitchen for details  
(0141 776 2777).
Saturday 30th FCCS Ladies Day Cruise
Departs Glasgow Road Bridge at 2:00pm
Contact Anna Welsh (0141 560 6335) or 
Maie Semple (07990 608942 / maiesemple@
btinternet.com) for booking.

JULY
Wednesday 4th Members Cruise  
Meet at Society Moorings opposite The Stables, 
Glasgow Road Bridge, west of Kirkintilloch at 
7:15pm for a 7:30pm start.
Thursday 26th Wine Tasting Evening Cruise
Contact Nonna’s Kitchen for details  
(0141 776 2777).

AUGUST
Wednesday 1st Members Cruise Meet at Society 
Moorings opposite The Stables, Glasgow Road 

Bridge, west of Kirkintilloch at 7:15pm for a 
7:30pm start.
Monday 20th – Friday 24th Kirkintilloch Canal 
Festival Themed Cruises
Contact East Dunbartonshire Council for details.
Saturday 25th Kirkintilloch Canal Festival 
Storytelling Cruise
Contact East Dunbartonshire Council for details.
At the time of going to press we do not have 
details of the themed cruises or whether they will 
be during the day or in the evening. Watch East 
Dunbartonshire Council website and the Society 
website for details. All bookings are through East 
Dunbartonshire Council.
Thursday 30th Wine Tasting Evening Cruise
Contact Nonna’s Kitchen for details  
(0141 776 2777).

SEPTEMBER
Wednesday 5th Members Fish & Chip Cruise
Last chance for a Wednesday evening cruise. Meet 
at Society Moorings opposite The Stables, Glasgow 
Road Bridge, west of Kirkintilloch at 6:45pm for a 
7:00pm start.
Thursday 6th Wine Tasting Evening Cruise
Contact Nonna’s Kitchen for details  
(0141 776 2777).
Sunday 16th Glasgow Doors Open Day Cruise
Sailings from Applecross Basin to Lock 21 and 
back. Booking essential via Glasgow City  
Council website.
Thursday 27th Wine Tasting Evening Cruise
Contact Nonna’s Kitchen for details  
(0141 776 2777).
At the time of going to press we do not have the 
date for East Dunbartonshire Council’s Doors Open 
Day. Watch our website for details. Our office will 
be open and short trips will be available on the day.

KEEP UP TO DATE: For updates and further information see our ‘Canal Informatrix’ on p23


