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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS

IN THE last issue of Canal News, I gave over 
my corner to our Secretary to allow another 
viewpoint to be given to members and I may, 
with the agreement of our Editor, do this again 
in the future to allow other members of your 
committee a chance to give you their input on 
current events.

You will read in this issue an article from 
Richard Millar, Scottish Canals Director of 
Infrastructure, on his take on the current 
situation on the canal network.  Richard had 
contacted me after our last issue in which we 
highlighted all the problems on the Forth and 
Clyde Canal and he asked to be able to put 
Scottish Canals position to our members.

You will also read an input from one of our 
longstanding members who contacted our 
Editor and has sent his viewpoint on the current 

situation.  In his letter he mentions the “Keep 
Canals Alive” Alliance of which we are part and 
I represent the Forth and Clyde Canal Society on 
this group.

This group was formed after the 
announcement of the closures of the bridges at 
Twechar and Bonnybridge with the intention 
of looking at how the closure could be reversed 
as soon as possible, and also to look at how 
Scottish Canals currently operates and if we 
could get support from Local Authorities, MSPs 
and the public through the press by making 
it widely known what was going on with the 
canal system.

The group, I believe, were successful in raising 
the issue with the bridges in various circles 
and with the support of several MSPs having 
questions raised in the Scottish Parliament 

Welcome

Voyager taking part in the 250th 
Anniversary celebrations
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which resulted in additional funding being 
made available to have the bridges repaired 
and they should be operational by the 
summer season in 2019. I have been told 
that the planning is currently ongoing with a 
construction firm, for the repair and upgrading 
of these bridges. I have also been told that the 
bascule bridge at Applecross Street, which had 
also failed will be operational by the end of this 
month (Sept). 

Something else which could be of major 
importance for us is the appointment of a 
new CEO at Scottish Canals. I am sure you 
will all be aware of the departure of Steve 
Dunlop from Scottish Canals to CEO at Scottish 
Enterprise earlier this year. Catherine Topely 
was appointed as Interim CEO until the vacant 
post was advertised, applicants could be 
interviewed, and an appointment made later in 
the year.  

Catherine took the reins at a bad time 
especially for the Lowlands Canals, but she 
changed the attitude at the head by arranging 
to meet with various groups both on the canal 
as well in offices and put forward several points 
which affected us all.  I hope that her success at 
interview and recent appointment as CEO will 
mean a fresh future for how Scottish Canals 
treats it customers, especially those who pay 
to be on the Lowland Canals and who wish to 
navigate an open and navigable waterway as 
they do on the Crinan and Caledonian Canals.

We are also meeting in October with 
representatives from Transport Scotland 
who are the Civil Servants to whom Scottish 

Government look for advice, when setting their 
budget, on how much public money is available 
from the public purse for the various Transport 
needs around Scotland. It is important to make 
these representatives aware of what the feelings 
of people are toward the proper maintenance of 
this Historic Monument they call the Forth and 
Clyde Canal.

I am hopefully finishing on a high note and 
as I reach the end of my 4th year as Chair of 
this Society with the AGM coming up at the 
end of November I must say it has been one of 
the most turbulent years I have known both as 
Chair but also as a member of this Society and 
though I feel the future will get better it will 
not happen without support from our members 
and supporters.  

As Richard Davies heads his letter “Back to 
the Future – Campaigning Again” and I think 
that will be the only way the Lowland Canals 
will survive.  If we sit back and accept the Asset 
Management Plan, which Richard Millar refers 
to as a “fait accompli”, then we will certainly 
allow something this Society was set up to stop 
- the closure of the Forth and Clyde Canal.

I look forward to catching up with you  
at the AGM.

Robert Welsh
Chair, FCCS
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Cruising to Success
It has been a busy cruising season for our 
Society with Voyager, Gipsy Princess and 
Maryhill doing charters, members cruises, 
weekend public trips, festivals and open days, 
not to mention our 250th anniversary flotilla 
(see article inside).

We have also been campaigning hard for 
re-opening the canal to through navigation, 
alongside umbrella group Keep Canals Alive! 
and local communities. We kept the pressure 
up through letter writing, lobbying, meetings, 
press and TV coverage. And it worked! Thanks 
to all, including our local councillors and 
MSP’s, who helped.

See articles in this issue for more information 
and come along to our AGM and cruise  
on Saturday 24th November to hear and 
discuss more.

£1.625 Million
This is the amount the First Minister pledged 
on 28th June to allow Scottish canals to 
reopen lift bridges at Bonnybridge and 
Twechar, and complete works at Ardrishaig 
Pier. We understand that over £1 million of 
this is allocated to the Forth and Clyde Canal 
and that the bridges will be repaired by 31st 
March 2019.

Catherine Topley, then Interim CEO of 
Scottish Canals, said “We are passionate 
about making a moving canvas on the 
Lowland Canals and this is important to their 
renaissance... However, we are managing a 
complex portfolio of 250-year-old heritage 
assets... With a repair backlog of £70 million”.

Canal Festivals
You wait all year for a canal festival to come 
along and then get two on the same weekend! 
Kirkintilloch’s annual festival ran for a full 
week and included themed cruises on Voyager 
either during the day or in the evening and 
public trips on both Voyager and Gipsy 

Princess, with assistance from Seagull Trust 
Cruises Kirkintilloch boats Marjorie Seagull 
and Yarrow Seagull, on the weekend of the 
25th & 26th August, along with all the usual 
fun of the fair.

Glasgow’s festival included the Youth Urban 
Games including skate boarders, free runners 
and BMXers along with canal events. Lowland 
Canals Volunteer Group were in action before 
both festivals, clearing litter and making the 
canals more attractive.

Asset Management
Scottish Canals published their Asset 
Management Strategy 2018 – 2030 and 
Asset Management Plan 2018 – 2021 in 
June. There was immediate media comment 
and campaigners concern at phrases like 
“whilst also aiming, when funds allow, to 
maintain operational functionality”. The 
Inland Waterways Association (IWA) and 
Keep Canals Alive! (KCA!) have urged Scottish 
Canals to apply more of their earned income, 
said to be 60% of the total, to maintaining the 
waterways. 

IWA says there is a “very real danger 
of Scottish Canals implying closure of its 
Lowland Canals”. KCA! urges Scottish Canals 
to “refocus attention and energies on its 

Scott Houston of Parkour Scotland jumps into Glasgow 
ahead of the Youth Urban Games
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primary statutory responsibility” and say 
that “a canal closed to boats will degenerate 
quickly and put regeneration of canal side 
communities at risk”. 

See article by Richard Millar, Scottish Canals’ 
Director of Infrastructure in this issue, along 
with letter by Richard Davies of Keep Canals 
Alive! and chairman’s commentary by Robert 
Welsh for more information.

Lock 6
Just to show that Asset Management is never 
easy, in August a hire boat collided with Lock 
6 at Bankside on the Forth and Clyde Canal, 
after entering the lock chamber and hitting 
the bottom gate at full speed. The gatepost 
split under the force and both the lock gate 
and walkway were severely damaged. Scottish 
Canals say “Our Operations Staff made the 
site safe by chaining the gate into the recess, 
closing off the walkway and removing the 
boat. However, it does mean that Forth and 
Clyde East is now closed for the foreseeable 
future until lock repairs and a lock gate 
replacement can be carried out. This may be 
a number of months and will depend on the 
availability of funding.”

Re-Union Healthspace 
Project
The Falkirk canal based social enterprise 
has launched a new project to steer isolated 
individuals in a more positive direction, 
using training from boating skills to lifestyle 
improvements. 

Re-Union are involved in a wide variety 
of activities including boat trips, bike rides, 
walks, lock keeping, schools and employability 
with over 40 volunteers taking part.

Glasgow’s Smart 
Canal works
The canal is to be used for an innovative flood relief 
scheme in North Glasgow. Excessive urban flood 
water will be treated and piped into the canal which 
will act as a nearly 20 mile long reservoir. Water 
levels on the summit pound will be lowered by a 
maximum of 10cm prior to major flood events, to 
provide the capacity. 

Work to repair existing weirs and install water 
level gauges is currently under way, pictured here at 
Craigmarloch near Kilsyth.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Ghost Trees
These eerie ghost trees were spotted along 
the towpath near Craigmarloch in June by an 
outing of the Glasgow Natural History Society. 
Draped in shrouds of grey webs from the 
tips of their twigs to the base of their trunks, 
they looked completely dead. Ermine moths 
caterpillars were the culprits, totally stripping 
the trees, but remarkably by August the trees 
were back in full leaf again, a second spring.

John Muir Way Boost
Funding has been secured by Central Scotland 
Green Network Trust, who manage the John 
Muir Way, for a two-year marketing initiative 
to attract more walkers and cyclists. The 
initiative will help local business to reach new 
customers and grow their organisations. The 
Forth and Clyde and Union Canals are major 
parts of the John Muir Way.

Auchinstarry Music 
Festival
A new community interest company, Island 
Language, has been created to organise a 

music festival in the area next year. Last year’s 
event at the marina was held to celebrate the 
life of Scottish Canals’ popular worker, Chris 
Odell, and raised cash for several charities.

History Article
Read “The Reservoirs of the Forth and Clyde 
Canal, Eighteenth Century Engineering and 
Twenty-First Century Sculptures” by Minty 
Donald and Paul Bishop in Issue 100 of 
Scottish Local History.

Canal Litter
Kirkintilloch’s Hillhead residents have been 
doing regular litter picks along their stretch 
of the canal – well done. Carol Bell, Scottish 
Canals Volunteer organiser, is considering 
an awards scheme to encourage local 
communities to follow Hillhead’s example and 
keep their local stretches clean. The Lowland 
Canals Volunteer Group and Seagull Trust 
have been leading the way, and cleared up 
Kirkintilloch and Glasgow stretches before 
their canal festivals.

Pictured below are some of the 60 items 
lifted from the canal by two local kayakers 
between Twechar and Auchinstarry. Also, a 
local couple have removed about 1000 items 
from Banton Loch whilst it was drawn down 
during the dry spells. Most were drinks bottles 
and cans. The litter plague seems to affect the 
West of Scotland particularly badly. Any ideas 
why? More volunteers wanted! 



  www.forthandclyde.org.uk  CANAL NEWS  7

Forth & Clyde Canal Society

Charter a  
Society Boat
The Canal Society has a fleet of three boats available for charter. Each boat comes 
fully crewed. Our boats are an ideal way to enjoy a family celebration or enjoy a cruise 
for your organisation. Each boat has a galley to organise your own catering.

VOYAGER 
Up to 45 passengers or maybe 
40 if you are catering. Hourly 
rate of £130 first hour.

GIPSY 
PRINCESS 
up to 25 passengers or maybe 
20 if you are catering. Hourly 
rate of £105 for first hour.

MARYHILL 
up to 6 passengers. Each charter 
is considered on its merits and 
the lowest figure would be £50.

Charges are reduced for second and subsequent hours at progressively reducing rates and a full 
day charter may enjoy a discount. Charities, youth groups and other eligible organisations may be 
considered for a reduction on the final figure calculated.
The boats are generally based at the Stables Restaurant, Kirkintilloch G66 1RH. Cruises can also start 
at Southbank Marina in Kirkintilloch, Spiers Wharf in Glasgow and Auchinstarry Basin, Kilsyth, by 
special arrangement. One way trips are also sometimes available to Glasgow, Auchinstarry and the 
Falkirk Wheel, and are advertised on our website.

Telephone bookings to Robert Irvine 01236 735533
Further information www.forthandclyde.org.uk
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Celebrating 250 years of the 
Forth & Clyde Canal
THE FORTH and Clyde Canal’s 250th 
birthday was celebrated in style on June 
10th with a colourful flotilla of canal craft 
from Kirkintilloch to Auchinstarry. As well as 
celebrating, we were also protesting against 
the closure of the canal to through navigation 
and appealing for action by Scottish 
Government and Scottish Canals.

Ten boats, from Kirkintilloch, Cadder and 
Auchinstarry, joined in the ten mile round trip. 
Good weather, great views, lots of wildlife, 
friendly bystanders and a trumpet serenade at 
Auchinstarry made for a great day out. Thanks 

to Scottish Canals staff who opened Hillhead 
swing bridge and the problem lift bridge at 
Twechar.

It was a day of speeches as well as 
cruising. Depute Provost Gary Pews of East 
Dunbartonshire gave us a great send off 
from Kirkintilloch, saying that after spending 
nearly £80 million on the Millennium Link, 
the present situation was like ‘buying a Rolls 
Royce but being unable to use it because the 
door handles don’t work’.

Bishopbriggs councillor Alan Moir joined 
the cruise with his family and said ‘it is vitally 

The flotilla was welcomed to Auchinstarry by Provost Jean Jones, Councillor Heather 
McVey and Kilsyth Civic Queen Carly McLaughlan with her ladies in waiting
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important to keep the canal open for business’ 
for health and wellbeing, social inclusion and 
the economy.

Despite the short notice, the flotilla was 
given a great welcome at Auchinstarry, by 
Provost Jean Jones of North Lanarkshire, 
Kilsyth councillor Heather McVey, and the 
Kilsyth Civic Queen and her ladies in waiting. 
Jean celebrated the canal and all it stands for, 
especially as the date also marked the 50th 
anniversary of Kilsyth Civic Week. Heather 
highlighted the vibrancy that boats bring to 
the canal and the many positive outcomes > 

Voyager
Gipsy Princess
Maryhill
Ripple
On Our Way

Fingask Castle
Mytho
Duckling
Dragonfly
Kalinka

Flotilla Craft

Gary Pews sends us off
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> seen since its reopening and regeneration 
from tourism to biodiversity.

Society Vice Chair, Jim McLachlan, 
welcomed our guests and reviewed the 
campaign to reopen the canal since closure in 
1963. Jim said, “Alas today we find ourselves 
celebrating it’s birth against a background of 
it being closed again due to multiple bridge 
failures”. He called for “the earliest possible 
return to normal working and assurance this 
does not happen again”. Canal News editor 
celebrated the heroic efforts of the canal 
builders of 250 years ago.

The flotilla marked the culmination of 
months of campaigning by our Society along 
with Keep Canals Alive!, local communities, 
councillors and MSP’s. Success was achieved 
on June 28th when the Scottish Government 
announced an additional £1.6 million grant 
to Scottish Canals to fix the Forth and Clyde 
Canal bridges and complete repair work at 
Ardrishaig Pier.

Sir Lawrence Dundas dug out the first ceremonial 
shovelful on 10th June 1768.  In just five years, 
in a magnificent effort, twenty miles of canal 
had been built and opened from Grangemouth to 
Kirkintilloch.  

This included great embankments and cuttings, 
twenty massive masonry lock chambers, bridges 
weirs and pends, along with a water supply 
reservoir and feeder lades.  

The engineers, masons, navvies and carters 
achieved all of this using just brain power, muscle 
power, hand tools, wheelbarrows and carts.  

And when more money was found they did it 
all over again, taking the canal from Kirkintilloch 
into Glasgow and down to the Clyde at Bowling, 
completing in 1790.

Brilliant builders
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Preserving the past and 
securing the future of 
Scotland’s Canals
SCOTLAND’S canals are a valuable part of our 
rich heritage. These working historic assets are 
not only important in themselves as Scheduled 
Monuments, they contribute significantly to 
the nation’s economic, environmental and 
social prosperity. 

Over the past 20 years, their renaissance, 
which the Forth & Clyde Canal Society has 
been an integral part of, has delivered more 
than £870 million of investment; created over 
5,000 jobs; and resulted in the construction of 
more than 5,000 houses. 

In that time, we have also created in 
partnership key income-generating tourism 
destinations in Falkirk, Fort Augustus, Glasgow 
and Bowling as well as smaller destinations 
like Kirkintilloch Marina - all bringing renewed 
vibrancy to the communities, contributing 
substantially to the local economy, and 
generating income that can be reinvested in 
Scotland’s canals.

Scottish Canals manages and operates a 
complex and diverse portfolio of 4100 assets, 
including 140 miles of inland waterway, 19 
reservoirs, 253 bridges, five lighthouses, 104 
properties, 90 locks, 815 metres of canal 
tunnels, 560 moorings, the world’s only 
rotating boat lift and The Kelpies. 

Every one of these varied assets comprises 
a complex mix of components, each with 
different lifespans that require considerable 
amounts of investment and people resource to 
maintain. 

Although Scottish Canals works incredibly 
hard to generate its own income for 
reinvestment in the canals, our ageing 

infrastructure, the growing impact of climate 
change, the canals’ increasing popularity and 
the impact of third-party developments along 
their banks, as well as the growing pressure 
on public finances means we now face a repair 
backlog in excess of £70 million. And this 
figure is likely to grow each year. 

To add to our challenges, there are very 
few original drawings and no design and 
maintenance guidelines for these complex and 
aging 200 to 250 year old structures that meet 
modern standards. 

Despite stringent inspection processes 
and standards, we need to deploy our 
engineering judgment, backed up by a variety 
of technology available today including 
underwater cameras, computer modelling, 
drones and sonar. However, it is not always 
possible to determine how these structures are 
performing under the water level, within the 

By Richard Millar, Scottish Canals’ Director of Infrastructure

Maryhill Locks

>
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embankments and in the hidden depths of our 
bridges, aqueducts and reservoirs.

In May this year we launched a new strategy 
setting out how the organisation will manage, 
care for, and prioritise works across our 
portfolio of assets between now and 2030 in 
the face of such a large backlog.

Our Asset Management Strategy 2018-2030 
details how we will use our limited budget to 
prioritise public safety followed by user and 
visitor safety and then by operability. However, 
it is just a snapshot in time. 

As we have seen with the ongoing issues at 
Bonnybridge and Twechar and more recently 
with the incident at Lock Six on the Forth & 
Clyde Canal and the Robert Whitworth Bridge 
outside our offices in Glasgow, we are seeing 
asset demand which is simply beyond our 
resources. 

We will continue to innovate, including 
further exploration into whether user 
operations and community empowerment 
can help ensure the nation’s inland waterways 
are here for generations to come. But the fact 

remains that there are tough times ahead for 
Scotland’s canals.

We currently receive Grant-In-Aid of around 
£11 million each year from the Scottish 
Government but we estimate that Scotland’s 
canals require additional investment of 
between £6 million and £9 million each year - 
and have done for a number of years. Without 
additional investment, we will continue to see 
asset decline and asset failures - some of which 
may be substantial. 

We are in ongoing discussions with the 
Scottish Government and have welcomed 
additional funding – in June it was announced 
that we would get another £1.625m for 
Bonnybridge and Twechar – but we are living 
in a world of public sector budget constraints 
and this means cutting our cloth accordingly.

While we continue to generate our own 
income from The Falkirk Wheel, holiday 
accommodation, boating, utilities and other 
sources, we are unlikely to be able to make 
enough money ourselves to fill our backlog. 
With unknown levels of public funding in the 

The Falkirk Wheel

>
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years to come, we simply do not have the 
resources to do all that we would like to do. 
This means making some hard decisions.

As many of you will know, earlier this year 
we were unfortunately forced to temporarily 
suspend boat transits through Bonnybridge 
and Twechar due to mechanical failures. 
The restrictions on the bridges eliminated 
any safety risk to the public but significantly 
impacted on navigation. We have been 
speaking to the Forth & Clyde Canal Society 
and other boating organisations for some time 
and would like to thank you for your support 
in helping to attract the additional funding 
that will see both bridges back in operation 
by Spring next year. The Robert Whitworth 
Bridge will also be operational by the end of 
September.

While additional funding addresses the 
challenges of Bonnybridge and Twechar, we 
still face asset decline and failure elsewhere 
and therefore it is not only responsible but 
prudent to plan ahead. 

Our Asset Management Strategy sets out 
a number of scenarios available to us as the 
managers and operators of these publicly-
owned assets according to the funding we may 
have available in the future. 

It also recognises that some canals are more 
successful from a navigational perspective 
than others and where Scotland will achieve 
the greatest public value for the money that is 
spent.

It clearly states which projects and 
infrastructure we will invest our limited 
resources in to ensure the safety of the public 
and the long-term sustainability of the nation’s 
inland waterways. 

All of this said, we share a passion with the 
Forth & Clyde Canal Society for seeing these 
canals grow as vibrant corridors of activity, 
both on and off the water. We look forward to 
continuing our constructive relationship with 
Robert Welsh and the Forth & Clyde Canal 
Society team to ensure that the vision set out 
in the Millennium Link continues to prosper.

Cowan Print, Unit 18, Burnside Industrial Estate, Garrell Road, Kilsyth Glasgow G65 9JX
Tel: 01236 821177   Fax: 01236 821177   email: craig@cowanprint.co.uk

Commercial & Colour Printers & Office Suppliers

www.cowanprint.net
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AFTER all the campaigning, culminating in 
Scottish Government’s £1.6 million extra cash 
injection, it seemed a good time to talk to 
Scottish Canals interim CEO Catherine Topley, 
Director of Infrastructure Richard Millar, and 
media person Josie Saunders who joined us for 
a meeting and cruise on 2nd August.

This was a “full and frank” discussion. No 
set agenda, no minutes, allowing us to have a 
wide-ranging exchange of views and look at 
the issues. 

These included getting the failed 
bridges repaired, asset management canal 
maintenance, finance & funding, the need 

for more boat movements particularly on the 
Western section, volunteering, user operation, 
the issues of dealing with a 250-year-old 
structure, lock replacement programme, need 
to encourage thriving canal side businesses & 
housing, and ‘Glasgow’s Smart Canal’.

We invited Scottish Canals to write an article 
for Canal News, see ‘Preserving the past and 
securing the future of Scotland’s Canals’ by 
Richard Millar in this issue.

STOP PRESS...
We welcome Catherine Topley’s appointment 
as CEO (no longer interim) in September.

Meeting and Cruise with 
Scottish Canals

Scottish Canals Richard Millar, Catherine Topley and 
Josie Saunders with FCCS members
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STOP PRESS 2...
On October 2nd we were joined for 
a meeting and cruise on Voyager by 
Transport Scotland’s Chris Wilcock, Head 
of Ports & Canals, and Brian Spence, 
Canals Policy Officer.

Another “full and frank” discussion 
allowed us to exchange views with the 
team responsible for a good deal of 
Scottish Canals funding.

This amounts to over £8 million Revenue 
Grant this year, plus £3.5 million Capital 
Funding, which is a £1.5 million increase, 
plus the £1.6 million emergency bridge 
repair funding on top.

We stressed the need for funding 
a regular programme of repairs and 
maintenance of the infrastructure to 
prevent minor problems becoming major, 
like the bridge closures, and to keep the 
canals alive. 

Chris and Brian discussed the situation 
fully with us and gave a very positive and 
considered response.

Catherine at 
the helm of 
Voyager
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FURTHER to the article in Canal News 167 it 
may be of interest that Electric boats were not 
new on the Union Canal 

It was primarily to demonstrate progress in 
electrical science that a huge exhibition was 
opened on 1 May 1890 at Slateford on land 
lying between the Caledonian main line and 
the Union Canal. 

While the original idea behind the 
International Industrial Exhibition had been to 
illustrate progress in electrical science, by the 
time it opened its scope had been enlarged to 
include mechanical science and even fine arts.

The main building faced the Union Canal 
and was 700 ft long (210 m) and 250 ft wide 
(76 m), being divided into wings comprising 
nine courts each. In between was a concert hall 
seating 3,000 people complete with orchestra 
and organ.

While the exhibition lasted the Union 
Canal enjoyed an Indian summer; electrically 
powered boats conveyed visitors from the 
site to Slateford and back for a fare of one 
halfpenny.

Four steel-hulled electric launches, designed 
by Morton & Williamson, were built by T.B. 
Seath, both of Glasgow, 40 feet long by 6 feet 
wide an licenced to carry 40 persons, at a 
speed of 4 to 5 knots

Each boat was driven by a 25hp, motor 
running at 800 rpm These motors made 
by Immisch, and company, were supplied 
by 48 Electric Construction Corporation 
accumulators, (an early form of rechargeable 
battery) and the four boats were recharged 
simultaneously by a steam powered generator 
driving an Elwell Parker dynamo. 

 For a fare of one halfpenny, no fewer lhan 
71,075 paying passengers enjoyed rides up 
and down the Union Canal to Slateford and 
back. On the busiest day 2,560 passengers 

were carried in balmy sunny weather. After the 
exhibition, the four launches were transported 
down to the English Lake District and went 
into operation on Lake Windermere. 

No definite information is available but four 
boats were noted on the lake in the 1900s. 
Although declared easy to manoeuvre the 
leakage of battery acid lead to their  
shortened life.

Only recently all the companies in 
Windermere have resorted back to fully 
electric day boats some having a remarkable 
resemblance to the original.

(Source Electrical Engineer journal 1890)

The history of electric boats
By Frank Quinn

Top: Electric Boat on the Union Canal. Above: A modern electric boat on 
Lake Windermere.
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SplashBack From The Canal News Archives

Thirty Years Ago
‘Scottish National Canal Rally’ was our lead 
story, covering a major rally in Maryhill, 
with “more boats, more activities, more 
bands, and above all more people”. Boats 
came from Glasgow, Kirkintilloch, Kilsyth, 
Falkirk, Linlithgow and Ratho amongst others. 
Highland wrestling in BWB’s pavilion, pony 
rides, refreshments, side shows, boat trips, 
canoe instruction and lots of bands kept the 
10,000 strong crowd enthralled. Everyone on 
the same side, and all working for a better 
future.

Twenty Years Ago
‘Gipsy Princess Cruising through 1998’ was 
our cover story, starting with Gipsy’s outing 
(by road) to Glasgow for the Millennium 
Link launch, and a full cruising season from 
Auchinstarry. We also carried a report on 
‘Navvies’ canal working camp at Craigmarloch, 
where they rebuilt and repointed the spill 
weir. Twenty years later this work has been 
done again as part of Glasgow’s Smart Canal.

Ten Years Ago
‘At Last!’ was our main story, covering 
Kirkintilloch’s brand new Marina and 
pedestrian bridge, opened in time for the 
Canal Festival. We also covered articles 
on Dalswinton Loch’s historic steamboat, 
Lochfaulds ‘Whisky Galore’ incident, cruise to 
Svalbard, Maid of the Loch, Trams Trains & 
Boats, and the Crinan Canal. A tough act for 
the present editor to follow.

From the picture 
archives...
A friend in Falkirk recently handed in a collection of 
display size old canal pictures including this one of 
Port Dundas in the early 1900’s. The original exhibition 
probably dates from the 1980’s, any ideas?
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

In the last Canal News I recounted how FCCS had joined with 
other groups on the Lowland Canals under the banner “Keep 
Canals Alive!” to build a political consensus for fixing broken 
bridges. 

This started with support by local councillors and finished 
with The First Minister announcing an additional £1.6m to 
fix the bridges on the Forth & Clyde Canal and to finish the 
reinstatement of a freight wharf on the Crinan Canal. 

Since then, the KCA! Alliance has agreed to stay together as 
an informal campaign because the threats, particularly to the 
Forth & Clyde Canal are by no means over.

How did we get into this situation in the first place? The 
good relations with British Waterways that grew from the 
Millennium Link gradually disappeared – and as often 
happens, gradual change went un-noticed. The voluntary 
emphasis moved from campaigning to enjoying the canal; 
and gradually the traditional canal societies all became trip 
boat operators busy focussing on the day-to-day task of 
running boats – and remaining solvent. 

 I am as guilty as anyone in being complacent: campaigning 
was something we did years ago, let’s relax and enjoy. 
Meanwhile a new generation of boat owners, many 
residential, and some blue water sailors, became the most 
regular users of the whole canal, not just the easy lock-free 
stretches where trip boats operate. 

Most of these new users had no interest in joining canal 
societies; instead new groups have formed through social 
media – the latest, “Forth & Clyde Canal Neglected” on 
Facebook has attracted 70 members within its first two 
weeks. But a new breed of people has taken over control of 
the canal. 

With just a couple of noted exceptions, the Board and Senior 
management of Scottish canals have put empire building 
above giving their Engineers the resources to maintain what 
we worked so hard to create. In the 19th Century, railway 
companies which bought out canal companies killed off 
the competition by restricting maintenance and imposing 
operating restrictions - reducing traffic to the point where they 
could seek abandonment through “lack of demand”.  

That is exactly what Scottish Canals have been doing over 
the last 10 years. Sea to sea traffic, as well as internal leisure 
cruising has declined as boat owners experienced excessive 
weed and rubbish, bridges that get stuck, and operating 
practices that determine exactly when you can and cannot 

move your boat.
The KCA! Alliance set itself three initial tasks: get the 

money needed for immediate bridge repairs, seek a change of 
leadership – and a change of culture in Scottish Canals. We 
have achieved the first of these and there are hopes that two 
new Board members and a new Chief Exec will open the door 
to real dialogue.

But I am still not hopeful about the future of the Forth & 
Clyde Canal. In the third edition of the Forth & Clyde Canal 
Guidebook (2001, FCCS and Strathkelvin District Council) I 
wrote that “Most of the locks on this canal are in Glasgow 
and Falkirk, and for these areas to become busy and 
attractive they would have to become part of a through route 
as, apart from special events, little use would be made of 
locks that lead nowhere”. 

The locks in Falkirk now lead to the Kelpies which does 
generate some internal traffic by hire boats, but in the 
Glasgow area, the canal from Maryhill to Bowling is almost 
deserted. Even the Society’s boats don’t use it. 

The Asset Management Strategy recently published by 
Scottish Canals has laid the foundation for closing this 
section to navigation and with it the whole concept of having 
a Forth AND Clyde Canal. The fundamental purpose of this 
Society was to get this canal restored: must we accept its 
failure?

Richard Davies
Richard is a Keep Canals Alive! activist and was founder 

secretary of the Forth and Clyde Canal Society in 1980. 
‘Canal News’ welcomes Letters to the Editor.

Back to the future – Campaigning again

Open wide! Twechar 
Bridge as it needs to be
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SOCIETY NEWS

Annual General 
Meeting
Make sure you come and enjoy our AGM 
and cruise! We are meeting at our Society 
offices at Southbank Marina, Kirkintilloch, at 
11:00am on Saturday 24th November. This 
is your chance to hear all about our busy 
year, boat sailings, maintenance and crewing, 
volunteering, campaigning and more. It is 
also your chance to elect the Society’s office 
bearers for the year ahead. Members will 
find an AGM Notice enclosed with this issue. 
Following the meeting we will enjoy snacks 
and, weather permitting, a cruise on Voyager.

Busy Cruising Year
Our three boats have been busy with charters, 
society cruises, Open Doors Days, Saturday 
sailings, festivals and events. Charters have 
included charities outings, church groups, 

senior citizens, school trips, birthday and 
anniversary cruises, traditional music cruise, 
wine tasting, ramblers and more. No less than 
nine days of Santa Trips, 4 per day, have been 
booked by Nonna’s Kitchen for this Christmas 
– book your place.

Voyager’s Dry Docking
Voyager’s keel had to be cleaned and painted 
following an MCA Inspector’s advice and a 
small leak needed fixing on the main engine 
external cooling pipes. Stewart Procter 
tells us that the Seagull Trust allowed us to 
use their dry dock in July to do this work. 
The hull was power washed and then the 
keel manually scraped down, a big task in 
cramped conditions. This was followed by 
two coats of paint, not easy since part of 
the keel was sitting on 1m high piers. The 
dock had to be refilled, Voyager refloated 
and moved, the dock drained down again, 
and the “missing bits” cleaned and painted. 

Enjoying a charter
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Also repainted were the hull, outside top of 
the main cabin, fore and aft decks, and the 
wheelhouse roof. Stewart says “A big thanks to 
the few who turned up, doing what at times 
was an awkward and dirty job, often on hands 
and knees. Thanks also to the Seagull Trust for 
putting up with us”.

Next Year
We get 2019 off to a good start with our 
annual Gathering Cruise on 2nd January, and 
our winter talks. See Events on back page for 
details.

Member Subscriptions
It would appear there are 23 members who 
have not yet paid their 2018 membership. 

The treasurer has indicated he has included 
a letter to these 23 members advising them 
of this. Regarding the membership record 
form, issued to each member with the renewal 
letter in February, there have been a number 
which have not been returned. When issued 
with the membership renewal for 2019 it 
is imperative that these are returned to the 
membership secretary to ensure we comply 
with the new Data Protection Regulations. 
For 2019 any member who doesn’t return the 
form, or doesn’t complete the Data Protection 
section, we will unfortunately have to remove 
their details from the membership database 
and hold them in a paper system. This will 
delay issue of correspondence, copies of Canal 
News, and will put an additional burden on 
the small number of volunteers who manage 
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this work for the Society. I’m sure that by now 
you will have received many similar requests 
and, unfortunately, this issue is not going to 
go away.

Gift Aid
Following the closing of the Society accounts 
at the end of September, and preparation 
of everything for the accountant, the 
treasurer will prepare and submit our Gift 
Aid submission for 2018. As this income will 
arrive in the new financial year it will be 
reported at the 2019 AGM, while the 2017 
Gift Aid submission will be reported at this 
year’s AGM.

Christine’s our new 
Boatmaster
Society secretary Christine Hammell has 
become our newest Boatmaster (pictured, 
with certificate). We now have 11 fully MCA 
certificated Boatmasters. Is this more than any 
other canal organisations in Scotland?
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Annual subs
Family £25
Ordinary Member £20
Student or Pensioner £12

Contact
The Membership Secretary 
83 Glenacre Road 
Cumbernauld G67 2NT

Telephone 01236 735533 
Email:  
robert.irvine@talktalk.net

ABOUT US

Canal News has been published since 1980 by the Forth and Clyde Canal Society. It contains 
news, articles and events, and is circulated three times a year to society members, libraries and 
public representatives. We welcome news items and short articles, with pictures if possible. 
Please get in touch by phone, post or e-mail. We look forward to hearing from you.
Many thanks to all who contributed articles, news, typing, computing and pictures for this 
issue and thanks to Friends of Kelvin Valley for production support. We do not normally 
attribute pictures, but if you would like an attribution, or we have used one without 
permission, please contact us and we will fully acknowledge in the next issue. Also please get 
in touch if you feel we have got facts wrong or you wish to challenge any opinions.

Contact Points
Editor Paul Carter, Woodlinn, High Banton, Kilsyth G65 0RA
 Tel: 01236 822437 e-mail: paulcarter1943@live.com
Printer: e-mail: cowanprint@btconnect.com  
Distribution: Rachel Forbes  
Final Copy Date: Next issue: December 31st, 2018
Head Office: Forth & Clyde Canal Society, Boat Users Block, Unit 4,  
 Strathkelvin Place, Southbank Marina, Kirkintilloch, G66 1XT

• Campaigning
• Boats
• Socials
• Walks
• Volunteering

Canal News

Come and  
enjoy our many 
activities from 

boat crewing and 
maintenance to  

talks and  
walks. 

JOIN US AND HELP SAVE  
THE CANAL
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Chairman/Webmaster 
Robert Welsh 0141 560 6335
Vice Chair / Training 
Jim McLachlan 0141 956 3579
Secretary / Company Secretary 
Christine Hammell 0141 561 1953
Treasurer / Membership / Bookings 
Robert Irvine 01236 735533
President 
Guthrie Hutton

Items of clothing branded with 
Society logo for sale
Baseball Cap £5.00
Beanie Hat £5.00
Sweatshirt £15.00
Fleece £20.00
Hooded Top £20.00
Polo Shirt £13.50
Contact A. Welsh on 0141 560 6335  
for orders or email:  
forthandclydecanalsociety@hotmail.co.uk  
for more information

Forth & Clyde Canal  
Society Executive

Enjoy our Canal 
Informatrix
Keep in touch with us in a variety of ways:-

WEB SITE Visit our website www.
forthandclyde.org.uk for latest news, events, 
and background information. Contact our 
webmaster if you wish to help, at our email 
address.

E-MAIL ALERTS keep up with the latest events 
etc. Join our email circulation list by contacting 
our webmaster on forthandclydecanalsociety@
hotmail.com

       make friends with us on Facebook

       Join us on Twitter

www.forthandclyde.org.uk

Forth and Clyde Canal Society

Some items have limited stock / sizes and can be 
ordered but will incur an additional charge



Design & Print by Cowan Print, Kilsyth 01236 821177

Autumn/Winter Events 2018/19
OCTOBER
Thursday 25th
Society Members Talk
Society Office, Southbank Marina,  
Kirkintilloch at 7:30pm

NOVEMBER
Saturday 24th
Society AGM and Cruise
Society Office, Southbank Marina,  
Kirkintilloch at 11:00am
Followed by snacks and a sail on Voyager  
(weather permitting)
See enclosed notification for Society members.

DECEMBER
Saturday 1st 8th 15th & 22nd
Sunday 2nd 9th 16th & 23rd 
Monday 24th
Santa Cruises
Contact Nonna’s Kitchen on 0141 776 2777  
to make a booking.

JANUARY 2019
Wednesday 2nd
Members Annual Gathering
Society Office, Southbank Marina, Kirkintilloch 
at noon for a 12:30pm sail on Voyager, weather 
permitting

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - Members Meetings
Thursday 25th February & Thursday 25th March
Speakers to be announced.

KEEP UP TO DATE: For updates and further information see our ‘Canal Informatrix’ on p23

AGM  
& CRUISE – 

Saturday 24th 
November


